Bucking the System '414- 

An outwardly calm medical researcher 
7 from Boston walked to the dais of a con¬ 
ference room in a Philadelphia motel one 
£ morning last mouth to discuss "The Effect 
of Experimental Irradiation on the Anti- 
v Bacterial Defense System of the Luna.” 
; His audience was 40 members of the 
^ American Federation for. Clinical Re- 
search. His name was Hunter Nicholas 
ns*' and, at IS, the black researcher from 
; Boston was the first pre-college student 
ever to present an original paper to the 
group. Recently, Newsweek s Contribute 
ing Editor Joseph Morgenstern inter- 
.^v! viewed Nicholas and the Boston doctor 
who started him on his medical research. 
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£1 was started three years ago at Boston ^ his program for young people in Chan-__ to youth pulls himself up from the 
;i! City Hospital by Dr. Gary Huber, chief ning Lab. IIufx?r inHictedi a fair amount ter 1 ' cliche. None of the stories eveni^^s* 

%r‘ of Harvard University's puJtnouary unit of scut work* on the boy—washing dislurs. mentioned Nicholas's middle-class back- 'i*r£V‘ 

at the hospital's Chaiuiing Laboratory fetching lxx>ks ami journals from the . ground! or the intellectual itnibitious and 

'l for Infectious Diseases. Hubers program library—but he also ode red work that traditions of his family, sweeper makes -j.^- 

- * doesn't even have a name, let alone a Nicholas could respect. At 4 a.m. each cooo, one headline read, even though ' 

,:; v fancy acronym, but its purpose is to ex--- morning Nicholas came in and injected NichoUis has never, to anyone’s certain 

pose interested young people to medical mice for an experiment the laboratory knowledge, had a broom in his hand. Tim., ‘' 

procedures and give diem positions of was running. Huber gave him some med- subject of this nonsense is understanda-* 

~<r; genuine responsibility in a research labo- fail literature to read for himself, taught bly distressed about it. "The press wasn't. . 

ratory. The program has no funding and him die basics of tissue preparation, as- interested in my accomplishment,” he 

- seeks none. It also lacks entrance exams signed him as an assistant to a lab tech- says. "They were too busy with that ster- 

*:r 7 and adtnissiou criteria. Huber, as a one- . nician and helped him pick a research eotype of starting as nothing and then 

man screening board, looks for motiva- project of his own. - .W*.- .w • having risen. You know, the rich million- ^ 

ri\ don, not academic credentials, in die y - Elected: None of this went as easily aire who started by shining shoes. That's 

*. dozen or more teen-agers who volunteer as it sounds, of course. Nicholas needed crap. But. die stereotype says that when 

v for work in his laboratory' each year, help in reading and understanding modi- you're a black man in the United States 

“We underestimate what young minds cal terminology. Huber and his lab asso- you've got to start at the bottom." •■■■■*'$■}$}£ 
'.if can do,” he says. His own motivation is a dates arranged fur his enrollment at the Credit: Nicholas and his mentor, Cary 
belief that the fifteen-year grind of con- Palfrey Street School, a private school in Huber, have affection and respect for 

if ventional medical education can do ter- Watertown that counts Roliert Kennedy each other. Huber gives credit where it's 

/.r rible things to a student's head. “It's a Jr. as one of its students. Palfrey. Street due, sometimes to himself and his col- t 

^ crazy way to train people. You usually took cure of his tuition and gave him spe- leagues for helping Nicholas, more often 

put them into a lbck step of learning by cial tutoring in English and math. Within to Nicholas for the quality and originality . ^^4- 

^ rote during what ought to be their most two years Nicholas had been unanimous- of his work. And Nicholas is eager to give J-gr; 

'y!; creative period.” * ly elected to the school's board of trust- credit to Huber’s program.TThis is really '* 

Hunter Nicholas has never learned the ees and was teaching classes in freshman revolutionary, you know, it's really going 

:} lock step, even though his elementary algebra and black literature. . < against the system.” And so it is. The vys- r . * 

V?‘ education was in the same Roxbury ghet- y After graduating from Palfrey Street tem dictates that a medical student do 
to school that Jonathan Kozol made in- last June, Nicholas delayed his entrance intellectual drudgery for at least eight 

famous in “Death at an Early Age.” When into college, partly in order to finish his years, that he delay the beginning of his 

he was 13, his parents realized the in- research project, an inquiry into the practice until he's in his mid-30s and . 

adequacy of his education (his father, a question of why patients undergoing ra- overschooled, underexperienced, often 

uT college graduate, is a social worker) and diation therapy often develbp severe and exhausted and sometimes only five or so 

ij!u. had him bused out of the ghetto to Mar- sometimes fatal lung infections. His proj- years away from his Erst heart attack. 

blehead High School. He also went to ect was a modest one, carefully delimit- Jv- The most revolutionary' of Huber's no-^ 
supplementary classes sponsored bv his ed in its scope and speculations. It sought tions is that high-school students can do ■; 

rjtv church and the local Boys' Club. At 15, to quantify the loss of resistance to infec- useful, origiiial research, even though 

vV he volunteered for after-school work at a tion, rather than to speculate on the ulti- their over-all knowledge of medicine ^ 

private hospital in Roxbury. “I was the mate mechanisms of that Ibss. But any re- may be limited. He feels that Nicholas y. 

' r y only volunteer there,” he recalls, “and I searcher, let alone an 18-year-old, could probably knows more about the effects 

ran around a lot, delivering things. I’ve take professional pride in the work, of radiation on lung tissue than^ 97 per 

always been interested; in medicine, which involved histology, the use of lab- cent of the doctors in the world. “Getting 

J. whether or not the ambition was clearly oratory animals, statistics, X-ravs and ra- to be really knowledgeable about a spe- :>*i 


ter' uliclie. None of the stories even 
mentioned Nicholas’s middle-class back- 
ground or the intellectual iim bit ions and 
tniditions of his family, sweeper makes -4^;; * 
cooo, one headline read, even thougli-^v.^-" 
Nicholiu has never, to anyone’s certain -7^4*^ 
knowledge, had a broom in his hand. The.. * : 4.. 
subject of this nonsense is understanda-* : ^ 

bly distressed about it. "The press wasn’t . *<*/£• 
interested iu my accomplishment,” he 
siivs. “Tliey were too busy with that ster- 
eotype of starting as nothing and then 
having risen. You know, the rich million- i'vT- 
aire who started by shining shoes. That's vv^v 
crap. But. die stereotype says that when 
you're a black man in the United States 
you've got to start at the bottom.". .... - 
Credit: Nicholas and his mentor, Cary 
Huber, liave affection and respect for 
each other. Huber gives credit where it's *.^*4 
due, sometimes to himself and his col- 4 
leagues for helping Nicholas, more often 
to Nicholas for the quality and originality 
of his woric. And Nicholas is eager to give 
credit to Huber’s program. pThis is really 
revolutionary, you know, it's really going 
against the system.” And so it is. The vys- * 

tem dictates that a medical student do 


practice until hes in nw mid-3Us and 
overschooled, underexperienced, often 
exhausted and sometimes only five or so 


ri«* r 


vears awav from his Erst heart attack. 

' ____-LT..U_ 1 _ 


ect was a modest one, carefully delimit- .jv*- The most revolutionary' of Hubers no- 


fonned in my mind. I don't know how it 
started. It must have been inbred.” 

Later the same vear, Nicholas went 


ed in its scope and speculations. It sought 
to quantify the loss of resistance to infec¬ 
tion, rather than to speculate on the ulti¬ 
mate mechanisms of that lbs s. But any re¬ 
searcher, let alone an 18-year-old, could 
take professional pride in the work, 
which involved histology, the use of lab¬ 
oratory animals, statistics. X-rays and ra¬ 
dio-labeled bacteria. -• .-C - :: 

When the Boston newspapers learned 
from a hospital press release that Nicho- 


tions is that high-school students can do 
useful, origiiial research, even thoughi -3 
their over-all knowledge of medicine 
may be limited. He feels that Nicholas y. 
probably knows more about the effects 
of radiation on lung tissue than 97 per '{2 
cent of the doctors in the world. "Getting 4 
to be really knowledgeable about a spe* 
cific aspect of research may involve read- 
ing and digesting 50 or so papers. That's [% 
a finite number. It can be done. Research 


^ looking for more challenging volunteer las was going to present his paper in Phil- isn't all that special,” Huber insists. “You 

work at a larger hospitaL Boston City adelphia last month, they dreamed up a don’t need the educaUon. You just need 

’ / sent him to Huber, wno had juM lx?gun familiar kind of hero—the “ilh'terate ghet- to know how to think.” 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/doGs/fkylOOOO 
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